BRECON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


) 


Report  of  the  Hodioal_Off icor  of  Health. 

1944. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs  Crichton  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in 

presenting  :ny  report  for  the  year  1944. This  report  is  prepared  on 
the  lines  indicated  in  Circular  49/45  Wales  and  is  therefore 
again  rostrictod.lt  should  ho  noted  that  the  restrict ions, on 
grounds  of  national  security, pr >viously  imposed  on  the  publication 
of  population  figures  in  tho  annual  report , communications  to  the 
Press  etc,, and  on  references  to  activities  in  connection  with 
war -tin©  industrial, military  or  other  important  dovolop./monts  such 
as  extensions  cf  water  supplies  or  sewerage  works  or  other  public 
utility  undertakings , have  new  boon  removed . 
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Population  Figures.  Thoso  figures  have  boon  supplied  by  tho 

Registrar  General. 


1939 

. 1940. 

1941, 

1942. 

1943. 

1944. 

6773 

. 7775. 

8238. 

7699 . 

7298. 

6980. 

Live 

Births . 

Males. 

Females . 

Total. 

Rato. 

.16.8. 
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. . . .50 . 

,12,2, 

1942 71. ....  . 

. ...  54 ...... . 

-.125 

.16.3. 

1943 52 

. . . .57 

. .109. 

1944 ,82 

. . . .60 

.20.3. 

England  & Wales, 19 44. ...... 

.17.6, 

Illegitimate  Births,  Nine 

of  the  above 

births  wore  ill 

ogitimato 

Still  Births  • M.a  1 o s . 

Females, 

Total. 
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England  & Wales , 1944 ........ 
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It 

• 

1940. .............. .55 
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Infantile  Mortality.  Males,  Females,  Total, 
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1942 

1943 . . . 
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England  & Wales ,1944. ...... 
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Analysis  of  causes  of  Deaths. 


Mai os,  56 • Penal o s . 56 . 


Cause, 


TiT  P 

lio  • • • f • 


Who  oping  Cough . 

Plil-* 1-.  *)'  .Ooo.oo.o.oo.o 

Other  forms  tuberculosis. 
Influenza .ooo.oooooo.  . • o o 
G ancon  oso ophagus ( M ) 

uterus (P) ......... 

Cancer  stomach. .......... 

Cancer  breast ............ 

Cancer  all  other  sites... 
D a ab  etc)S.  ooo  o.oooo. ...... 

Intracranial  vascular 

1 0 S ZL  OnS  40.  ooo.  oooeooo.ooo 

Heart  disease, ........... 


Other  circulatory  diseases . ,2, . . 
Bronchi  ti s , 

Pnoueioni-  u * . >owoo.o.o 


0 0 0 0 


Other  r o sp ir at cry  diseases, ,1, 
Ulcer  of  stomach, ....... 

Other  digestive  diseases 
Nephritis ......... 

Premature  birth. . . 


P O 0 0 

0 O « 0 


Suicide .................. 

Road  traffic  accidents... 

0 1 ho r violent  c au sos 

All  other  causes. .......... .5, 


. 1 . . • • 


p 


. .1. ... 
. . J- . . . • 
. .0. . . . 
. .1. . . . 
. .0. . . . 


0. 

1. 

0. 
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Infectious  Disease . 

The  following  cases  of  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  were  reported  to  no  during  the  y^ar.  Those  cases  aro 
civilian  cases  only. 


Scarlet  Fever . . 

cases 

Influenzal  Pneumonia... 

. ..1 

case . 

Diphtheria 

cases 

Puerperal  Pyrexia, . . . . 

. ..1 

case. 

Who  op ing  G ough 

case . 

Glandular  Fever 

. . .1 

case. 

Erysipelas ............ 

o © o 

CcISO  | 

Fivo  of  those  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  the  case  of  glandular 
fever  wore  admitted  to  Merthyr  Isolation  Hospital. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  During  the  year  the  monthly  clinics 

- - hold  for  the  pueposo  of  immunising 

children  against  diphtheria  wore  continued. In  addition  advisory 
visits  wore  made  by  the  County  Council  Health  Visitor  and 
advertisements  wore  placed  in  the  local  Press. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  regards  North  Breconshire 
as  a whole  is  shown  by  the  following; 


Estimated  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  1-5.  5-15. 

1 and  15  years  on  51.12.44 lUS^T.  £>S'o3. 

Estimated  number  of  the  above  children  who  had 

boon  immunised  by  31,12,44 ..,,931.  3465. 

Percentage  immunised . 62%,  89 p. 

Child  population  in  unisocl  during  the  year. ...,225.  38. 

Number  of .cases  of  diphtheria  in  children. of 

under  15  years  notified  during  the  year .1* 
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Humber  of  deaths  from  diphtheria  in  the  year 0, 

Venereal  Disease*  Thu  County  Council  has  an  agreement  with  the 
, General  and  Eye  Hospital, Swansea, for  tho 

t r e a tment  o f t ho  s o e a s o s . 

Tuberculosis.  The  following  details  show  tho  position  as  regards 
. - tuberculosis  in  the  district  in  recent  years; 

Number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  commencement  of  tho  year... 33, 
Number  of  cases  added  to  tho  register  during  the  yoar., 7. 


Number  of  deaths  during  the  year... . .....4. 

Number  of  cases  removed  as  recovered.......... 7, 

Number  of  cases  which  loft  tho  district..., 1. 

Number  of  cases  left  on  register  at  tho  end  of  tho  year 28* 

Number- of  casos  notified  in  recont  years ...... 1939 2. 

1940  12. 

1941  9. 

1942  6. 

1943  9. 

1944  7. 


M.  o station. Rats  and  liico. 

As  a result  of  tho  Infestation 

Order, 1943, a Rodent  Officer  was  appointed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
He  is  responsible, under  the  supervision  of  tho  Sanitary  Inspector, 
for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  in  the  area, Ho  has  boon 
fully  trained  in  modern  methods  which  have  boon  approved  by  tho 
Ministry  of  Food, 

Water  Supp lies . 

Tho  water  supplies  to  the  various  parts  to  the 
districts  remain  substantially  the  same  as  in  tho  previous  year. 

On  the  whole  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  water  supplies  to  tho 
district  could  bo  considerably  improved  both  as  regards  the 
quality  and  tho  quantity  of  the  water , Improvements  are  still 
continually  being  carried  out  but  under  present  conditions 
progress  is  slow. 

There  are  2151  houses  in  tho  area  and  of  those 
approximately  1451  are  supplied  with  water  from  supplies  which 
are  under  the  Council’s  control. Of  thosol431  approximately  125 
houses  are  supplied  by  standpipes. 

The  Council  has  control  of  22  different  supplies , 
All  these  supplies ,with  tv/o  exceptions , arc  conveyed  by  gravity 
to  tho  housos. There  is, however, one  village  supplied  by  a windmill 
pump  with  an  auxiliary  petrol  punp  and  also  another  village 
supplied  by  a hand  pump  from  a deep  well. 

The  only  supply  that  is  treated  in  any  way  is 
that  which  supplies  the  largest  village  in  the  district  and  that 
is  treated  by  slow  sand  filtration, No  chlorination  is  used  in 
tho  district, No  cases  of  plunbo-solvoncy  has  come  to  my  notice  In 
connection  with  tho  above  supplies. 

Rural  Housing. 

As  a result  of  Circular  64/44  Wales  and  tho 
report  on  rural  housing  prepared  by  a Sub-Committee  of  the  Central 
Housing  Advisory  Committee  a start  was  made  in  the  County  for 
securing  an  improvement  in  rural  housing. 

A Technical  Sub-Commit toe  of  the  County  Joint 
Committee  was  established  and  a suggested  standard  for  a 
habitable  house  was  drawn  up. The  above  report  also  recommends 
that  a comprehensive  survey  of  housing  conditions  in  rural  areas 


A 
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shoulc 

1 ho  nadc  and  the  houses  grouped  into  various  categories. 

It  Is  to  bo  regretted  that, by  the  end  of  the  year, no 

start 

had  boon  rae.de  on  this  survey. 

Your  s f aithful  ly , 

T.C .R. George, 


Modi cal  Officer  of  Health 


